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By Lisa BrOWnlee
" The Parhament Funk-

" Richmond ~— but without P.
Funk = master George
Clinton. R
Thesecond‘

13. “They give yo
funk”
“The weatherwas perfect
The show was perfect,” said
~4d-year-old Ernest Mitchell

of Hopewell, who attended

the festival with'his 45- -year
old wife, Cynthia, as
Father’s’ Day gift. Mr
Mitchell, who fashioned
noisemaking maracasgout of
plastic ‘beer bottles and

rocks to keep the beat, said

his only complaint was that
he, wished the stage were

‘ﬁ?;rher 80 he could have seen

% e

-adelic crusade returned to

efici
craze of the 1990s, has en-
joyed renewed 1nterest=‘~

ar &ment, a great ben-
of the sampling

among listeners. Today, ‘a

‘whole new dudisnce of“
~younger fans are reinforc-
ing the P. Funk anthem;

“Make My Funk the P.

~more:

gk 3
ek L}.A./ SO

mu ~
Cheryl Lundy,

; ster Funk Festival on ro" kn s Island sporting 70
:'ms an enjoymg old- school music. o

Funk whmh had the audlf

The combined band
'whlch ‘began touring .to

- platform ‘she
, earrmgs and
hat. “Our parents sang to
th1s musm danced to. t

: vng in unison as ,thgy tor
through alist of favoriteclu
dances from the 1980¢
Hundreds fellinto step wit;

onan hour and-a-half th‘rﬂ

the ‘:‘make
ride Of h1ts, ;mcludf g “She

“Even Mayo
(Rudv C. McCollum Jr. gav
in to the reptilian romp.

The Av rage White Ban:
B dld not, dzsappomt .
- After opening its set wit;]
- asoulful saxophone solo, th
band treated the audienc
to an upbeat rendition ¢
“Walk on By.” Its perfor
~mance of “A ~;Love of You
“Own” had ’Lhe auchence sing

patterned pants, tltﬂla‘md
“the audience by playfully
- slipping the head of a boa-
constrictor into his mouth.

a Rlchmon d -




BZ chhmond rree Press June 20-22, 2002 @ 9

n, left, and Bar—Kays lead :

:mg along. And smash hit
: e Pieces” pre-
ved the crowd.

; . ;he s still con-
sidered the king of the D.C.
soupd Afﬁer remmdmg the

n’t got the
Iater led, 18

repea’mng

]cludmg a cover of Michael

Jacksons “B tterfhos and

Tweet’s “Oops, Oh My” with
Cherie Mitchell on lead vo-

cals. Both went over well

- Afteranunwelcome setup -

delay,. Parh ment F,_:Qka‘

Thomas, Clarence “Fuzzy”
Haskins and Ray Davis.
Sitting in with the group
that nigh

gend Chuck~ :
trioof capable -
,took the stage

it “don’t mean,

,when We are. one, I'm

mg P.Funk: eterahs Grady;

as lead guitar- -
ist and Richmond’s own

lating the audxence
Funk Festxvai

Lcnny Hohnes a successiul
R&B producer whose pres.
ence was conservative next:
to the outrageous display oi'
funkster Mr. Haskins. . -,
' Far from shy, Mz,

‘Haskms was cloaked in. a
revealing mesh outfit that.
displayed the contours of his.
upper and lower torso. Mr.-

- Thomas was also daring,

ayered beneath ablack cape
d head wrap with purple
‘trim and translicent shades
in a way that left him migs
taken by some for the i irr
pressﬂ)le Mr Clinton.

Heckstall known affectlon
ately among P. Funk fans as
Sir Nose — a character Mr..
Clinton created as an 1den~;

“tity devoid .of funk. Mr

‘Heckstall, whose claim to
fame is dancmg for t
group, grew. up in Jackson
Ward: .

“Richmond is hke a secs:
ond home,” original Parlia--
ment member Mr. Davis~
.said afterthe show “We lové
~R1chmond i B




